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Teaching Resource �Academic Writing





Assignment Paraphrase  �


�Type: Understanding assignment guidelines.





Links to: The Essay Promise, The Three Liner.	





Key Words: WAC, Assessment, Academic writing





Resources Required: Pen, Paper, assignment/essay question�


____________________





Introduction


This activity is good for helping students to fully understand the assignment question. This activity is based on the Writing Across the Curriculum (WAC) approach to academic writing that encourages students to engage with writing prior to and outside of assessment. For more information, see the theory and further resources section of this handout. 


 


____________________








How to use this Resource


Students are handed the assignment/essay question and asked to write three or four sentences paraphrasing what they think the assignment is asking them to do. Encourage some of the students to read their paraphrases out to the rest of the group. Then ask the group to discuss to what extent they feel the paraphrases reflect the task that they have been asked to perform. 





With guidance from the lecturer this activity can help students to deconstruct assignment questions and develop a basic understanding of what the assessment requires them to do. 


 


__________________








Why use this Resource?


This task enables students to unravel the assignment question and discuss the ways in which they would answer it prior to beginning writing. This allows any confusion or misunderstanding of the assignment layout or title to be addressed by the lecturer, hopefully ensuring fewer individual student queries about the assignment. 











________________





Variations?











Your Notes

















Summary





Context: Seminar activity 	





Timing: 5 - 30 minutes





Suggested


Group size: small/medium  








�





Theory & further resources





Learnhigher


� HYPERLINK "http://www.learnhigher.ac.uk" ��www.learnhigher.ac.uk�








The WAC Clearinghouse


� HYPERLINK "http://wac.colostate.edu/intro/" ��http://wac.colostate.edu/intro/� 








Writing@CSU - Colorado State University 


� HYPERLINK "http://writing.colostate.edu/guides/teaching/activities/index.cfm" ��http://writing.colostate.edu/guides/teaching/activities/index.cfm� 





The OWL at Purdue 


(Online Writing Lab)


� HYPERLINK "http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/" ��http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/� 








BEAN, J (2001) ‘Engaging Ideas’ San Francisco. Jossey Bass.


Publisher’s telegram:‘ NEED 2-PAGE SHORT STORY TWO DAYS’


Mark Twain’s response: ‘NO CAN D0 2 PAGES TWO DAYS. CAN DO 30 PAGES 2 DAYS. NEED 30 DAYS TO DO 2 PAGES’.








Version





Date of origin: September 2009





Provenance: 


University of Hawaii and Manoa





Harvard link to this reference:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.mwp.hawaii.edu/resources/thinking-learning.htm" ��http://www.mwp.hawaii.edu/resources/thinking-learning.htm�





Adapted by: Rebecca Bell


Nottingham Trent University.
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www.Learnhigher.ac.uk





Learnhigher is a collaborative Centre for Excellence in Teaching & Learning.  [Nottingham Trent University is one of 16 partner institutions, mainly responsible for developing learning resources and the pedagogy around academic writing]








www.learnhigher.ac.uk resource developed at Nottingham Trent University (2009)
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